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29 June 1863

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte presided, it was decided to paint the church even if the church had to borrow money at
seven per cent interest in order to have the work done. When the women would come in to clean
the church, attention should be paid to the lamps and carpets in the aisles. The congregation will
be asked by the deacons to raise money for Rutgers College, consistory also decided.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, p. 192.

Page 192
Consistory Meeting of June 29, 1863
Absent: Broek, Naber, and te Roller.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 2 — The president reported that the gift of certain acres of land, mentioned in
the previous minutes, to be regulated by the First and Second Holland Reformed
congregations, has not been completed, due to hindrances in the law of this state. The
state does not acknowledge this kind of property given to any church fellowship.
ARTICLE 3 — A committee was appointed to review the books of disbursements and
receipts, consisting of Kamper and Wakker.
ARTICLE 4 — It was decided to paint the outside of the church, and, if the necessary
funds are not available, to attempt to loan them, if necessary, at 7%. This work was
assigned to a committee consisting of Plugger, te Roller and Wakker.
ARTICLE 5 — In connection with a request of the women who have been assigned to
clean the interior of the church, it was decided to ask Brother Geerlings to join them and
to see to it that there is an improvement in the lamps and carpets in the aisles.
ARTICLE 6— It was decided, due to a decision of the General Synod, seeking $1,000.00
for Rutgers College, to assist in this effort, and to encourage contributions from our
congregation. It was judged that the most practical way would be if the deacons would
make the rounds of the families after the pastor had informed the congregation about this
matter from the pulpit.
ARTICLE 7 — Membership received for A. Huisinga, and wife, from Zeeland, dated
December 5, 1862, and for Hans Meijer, from Noordeloos, dated April 29, 1863.
ARTICLE 8 — According to our custom, all of the brothers declared that there was no
hindrance in celebrating the Lord's Supper together next Sunday.
ARTICLE 9 — It was decided to meet again on Friday, July 17, 1863.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother Oonk.

G. Wakker, clerk

